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Purpose of the study
The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between collective guilt, in-group identification, and intergroup forgiveness and how they are formed through participation in cross-community programs. The study established these factors by comparing protestant and catholic adults from Northern Ireland. 
Hypothesis 
What is the process through which adolescents living in a divided society identify with a certain social group necessary for social interaction and daily individual life? The role in solving intergroup conflicts and understanding the attitudes of individuals regarding forgiveness is important in understanding the psychological process involved in embracing forgiveness in both Protestants and Catholics. The importance of collective guilt in promoting the need to apologize is important in promoting intergroup forgiveness but also different in the different cross-community organizations.
 Facts and evidence
The political environment in Northern Ireland promoting solidarity among Catholics and Protestants encourages positive interaction between individuals and the creation of peaceful interactions. The positive environment created has encouraged many adolescents to be open to new ideas including cross-community engagements as well as intergroup acceptance. This has played a major role in eliminating conflicts in society. The study shows that high participation in the cross-community organizations is associated with the formation of the inter-group identification collective guilt as well as intergroup forgiveness.
 Inferences 
The higher participation in the cross-community encourages higher intergroup acceptance in society. The different social groups including Catholics and Protestants help one form a sense of self-identity and conforming to the requirements of the identified groups. This has created a society with fewer conflicts compared to before when cross-community participation was not highly encouraged. 
Major concepts 
The researchers used a survey in data collection from a total of 369 respondents. The members were divided into various age cohorts to give room for comparison. The results were later analyzed through both preliminary analyses and moderated regression analyses. 
Major assumptions 
The researchers used a survey in their study. This gives the respondents the chance to be biased in their responses in presenting a positive image. The research also assumes the role of world influence on adolescents investigated. This can include the need to promote an outward-looking by participating in community programs and identifying with them. This can influence the responses to the study as one tries to identify with a certain group.
Conclusions 
The conclusions of the study are based on the evidence provided.  The study identifies that higher participation in cross-community activities has helped in reducing social segregation as people identify with different groups. The study identifies that the interaction has had a major influence on catholic and protestant interactions and reducing intergroup conflicts. 
Implications for future research 
The conclusions of the research give an opportunity to research on the role played by intergroup contact in development as well as understanding the real reasons promoting participation in the cross-community organizations. This can help in building the peace initiatives of reducing the conflict which still exists.

